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Stories that inspired us this week

The Leeds Compassionate City Awards celebrated projects and people supporting migrants
including Leeds City of Sanctuary, Guiding Light Leads, DAMASQ project and Hala Wadi.

(Source: Leeds City Council)

A chef in Bradford shares how she keeps her Palestinian heritage alive through cooking. (Source:
Telegraph and Argus)

https://news.leeds.gov.uk/news/project-empowering-african-caribbean-community-wins-leeds-unsung-heroes-award
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/23975401.bradford-woman-cooking-palestinian-dishes-recipes/


Outside of the region, Waheed Arian, a British doctor, is determined to help refugees heal from
war-related trauma through his charity in Chester which mixes exercise with therapy. (Source: Al

Jazeera)

A farmer in Bristol who came to the UK as a refugee from Syria in 2017 has forged a successful
business under the name Rocketman, while Paintings by Hong Kong raised British painter,

displayed at the Crypt Gallery in London last weekend, focus on silent political protests happening
in the city. (Sources: Bristol 24/7, VOA News)

International news

According to Frontex data, 2023 is a year with the highest arrival of migrants  considered irregular
to the EU since 2016. In Italy, 82,550 applications from non-EU workers were submitted on the

first day of seasonal worker visa cycle. (Source: InfoMigrants)

This article shares tragic stories of people who attempted to cross from Russia into Finland during
the period of border closure. (Source: the Guardian)

Meanwhile, Italian government’s plan to build two migrant reception centres in Albania has been
suspended by the Albanian court. (Source: BBC)

Outside of Europe:

The Global Refugee Forum, the world’s largest gathering dedicated to refugee issues co-
hosted by the UNHCR, was formed last week. (Source: UN News)

This article explores a current situation and journey of Afghan refugees through 11
countries, trying to cross the US-Mexico border to reach the US. (Source: BBC)

Amid increasing anti-Rohingya sentiment in northern Sumatra, where most of the 1,500
Rohingya arriving from Myanmar on boats since November have settled, the Indonesian

government has called on the international community to strengthen efforts to resolve the
Rohingya refugee crisis. (Source: ABC News)

In Hong Kong, the government is continuing to crack down on political dissent, including
warrant arrests for oversees activists. (Source: Al Jazeera)

UK borders and migration policy

The Safety of Rwanda (Asylum and Immigration) Bill passed its second reading in the House of
Commons this week despite some Conservative MPs abstaining. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak is

expected to face a bumpy ride during the next stages of the parliamentary process in the new
year. Critique of the bill continues with the Chair of the Joint Committee on Human Rights

highlighting inconsistencies with the UK’s obligations under international law. Several high profile
figures, including football commentator Gary Lineker, have written to the government asking it to
abandon its plans. This article reports on the potential for individual legal challenges, as well as

possible legal action by a trade union. (Sources: BBC, the Guardian, UK Parliament, ITV)

Following recent announcements of measures to reduce net migration:

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/13/never-giving-up-a-former-afghan-refugees-mission-to-heal-trauma
https://www.bristol247.com/news-and-features/news/farmer-s-appeal-to-realise-expansion-dreams-that-would-secure-his-future/
https://www.bristol247.com/news-and-features/news/farmer-s-appeal-to-realise-expansion-dreams-that-would-secure-his-future/
https://www.voanews.com/a/hong-kong-raised-british-painter-launches-silent-protest-show-in-london-/7390514.html
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/53854/frontex-data-reveals-record-irregular-migrant-arrivals-to-the-eu-since-2016
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/53854/frontex-data-reveals-record-irregular-migrant-arrivals-to-the-eu-since-2016
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/53895/italy-applications-for-seasonal-work-visa-filled-in-one-day
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/53895/italy-applications-for-seasonal-work-visa-filled-in-one-day
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/11/too-much-sadness-asylum-seekers-in-finland-caught-in-geopolitical-drama
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/11/too-much-sadness-asylum-seekers-in-finland-caught-in-geopolitical-drama
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-67715111
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-67715111
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1144767
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1144767
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-67661993
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-67661993
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/rohingya-arrive-boat-indonesia-asks-international-community-share-105579643
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/rohingya-arrive-boat-indonesia-asks-international-community-share-105579643
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/rohingya-arrive-boat-indonesia-asks-international-community-share-105579643
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/14/hong-kong-police-offers-bounties-for-five-activists-living-overseas
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/14/hong-kong-police-offers-bounties-for-five-activists-living-overseas
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-67698672
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-67698672
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/dec/12/rishi-sunak-survives-rwanda-bill-commons-vote
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/dec/12/rishi-sunak-survives-rwanda-bill-commons-vote
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/42515/documents/211416/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/42515/documents/211416/default/
https://www.itv.com/news/2023-12-11/gary-lineker-among-stars-calling-on-government-to-scrap-rwanda-scheme
https://www.itv.com/news/2023-12-11/gary-lineker-among-stars-calling-on-government-to-scrap-rwanda-scheme
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/dec/12/pcs-union-considers-legal-action-stop-rwanda-deportation-plan


The government has published a new factsheet, including an overview of the changes, while
this briefing answers some questions about the changes,  acknowledging that in some

cases the detail is as yet unclear or undecided. (Sources: Home Office, House of Commons
Library)

This analysis considers what the increased salary thresholds could mean for migration
numbers. (Source: Migration Observatory)

This article considers the implications of the measures from an employer perspective, with
the Royal College of Nursing saying that staff shortages will be exacerbated by the plan to

prohibit workers from abroad bringing dependants. (Sources: Free Movement, Nursing in
Practice)

There’s anger and concern about the potential impact of the planned new minimum salary
requirement of £38,700 for those wanting to apply for a family visa. (Source: the Guardian)

Meanwhile, as government procurement activity indicates plans to continue to run large scale
sites to process small boat arrivals until at least 2030, 79% of people think the government is

doing a ‘bad job’ of managing immigration, according to a new poll. In other news, amended data
protection legislation allowing immigration data to be exempt from being released to an individual,

has been declared unlawful. (Sources: BBC, Ipsos, Free Movement)

Specific migrant groups

Spotlight is on the living conditions of the Bibby Stockholm following the tragic news that one of
the residents died by suicide this week. Elsewhere, the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and

Communities (DLUHC) minister Michael Gove has spoken about homelessness issues for new
refugees, highlighting that the lack of notice to leave asylum accommodation is creating

pressures. (Sources: the Guardian, the Big Issue)

A Home Affairs Committee report expresses concern that the government is no longer treating
modern slavery as a priority as a result of its focus on irregular migration, and questions claims
that new arrivals are ‘abusing’ the National Referral Mechanism. The report is critical of leaving
the role of Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner vacancy for 18 months, and of the delay in

developing a new modern slavery strategy. It also cites a change in ministerial responsibility.
(Sources: UK Parliament, Independent)

The latest data on Windrush compensation shows that by the end of October 2023 more than £73
million had been paid out to individuals through the scheme, and over 77% of claims have had a

final decision. (Source: Home Office)

Cohesion and integration

Following the sad news of Benjamin Zephaniah’s death last week, here are two interesting
articles on how he challenged racist perceptions of Rastafarians, especially by the Police, and

how for many children, his poetry and literature would have been ‘the first time they encountered
published literature written in a language that represented how they spoke and talked about

things that mattered to them’. (Source: the Conversation)

https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2023/12/08/reducing-net-migration-factsheet-december-2023/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9920/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Research+alerts&utm_campaign=c94cd42add-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_12_13_08_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a9da1c9b17-c94cd42add-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=c94cd42add&mc_eid=1edc537b10
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/commentaries/how-will-new-salary-thresholds-affect-uk-migration/
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/commentaries/how-will-new-salary-thresholds-affect-uk-migration/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-should-uk-employers-make-of-the-governments-five-point-plan-to-reduce-immigration/
https://www.nursinginpractice.com/latest-news/warning-cruel-migration-plans-will-worsen-care-worker-shortage/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/dec/10/fury-grows-over-tory-visa-rules-where-only-the-rich-dare-fall-in-love
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/dec/10/fury-grows-over-tory-visa-rules-where-only-the-rich-dare-fall-in-love
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-67677933
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-67677933
https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/8-in-10-britons-think-rishi-sunaks-government-has-done-bad-job-managing-immigration
https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/8-in-10-britons-think-rishi-sunaks-government-has-done-bad-job-managing-immigration
https://freemovement.org.uk/immigration-exception-to-data-protection-found-unlawful-again/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=immigration-exception-to-data-protection-found-unlawful-again&mc_cid=d15e2308c1&mc_eid=8e826fee11
https://freemovement.org.uk/immigration-exception-to-data-protection-found-unlawful-again/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=immigration-exception-to-data-protection-found-unlawful-again&mc_cid=d15e2308c1&mc_eid=8e826fee11
https://freemovement.org.uk/immigration-exception-to-data-protection-found-unlawful-again/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=immigration-exception-to-data-protection-found-unlawful-again&mc_cid=d15e2308c1&mc_eid=8e826fee11
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/dec/13/growing-despair-of-asylum-seekers-on-bibby-stockholm-over-living-conditions
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/dec/13/growing-despair-of-asylum-seekers-on-bibby-stockholm-over-living-conditions
https://www.bigissue.com/news/social-justice/home-office-asylum-accommodation-evictions-michael-gove/
https://www.bigissue.com/news/social-justice/home-office-asylum-accommodation-evictions-michael-gove/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5804/cmselect/cmhaff/124/summary.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5804/cmselect/cmhaff/124/summary.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/government-diana-johnson-home-affairs-committee-home-office-mps-b2460547.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/government-diana-johnson-home-affairs-committee-home-office-mps-b2460547.html
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2023/12/08/windrush-schemes-factsheet-october-2023/
https://theconversation.com/how-benjamin-zephaniah-became-the-face-of-british-rastafari-219515?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%202820228559&utm_content=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%202820228559+CID_5f1ef987f3c6293bf98c8f83f70d0c6c&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=How%20Benjamin%20Zephaniah%20became%20the%20face%20of%20British%20Rastafari
https://theconversation.com/benjamin-zephaniah-how-the-poets-linguistic-anarchy-and-abolitionist-politics-impacted-education-and-me-219542?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2012%202023%20-%202822828586&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2012%202023%20-%202822828586+CID_2eb1787a7834109f3abb4cd98531ab10&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=Benjamin%20Zephaniah%20how%20the%20poets%20linguistic%20anarchy%20and%20abolitionist%20politics%20impacted%20education%20%20and%20me
https://theconversation.com/benjamin-zephaniah-how-the-poets-linguistic-anarchy-and-abolitionist-politics-impacted-education-and-me-219542?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2012%202023%20-%202822828586&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2012%202023%20-%202822828586+CID_2eb1787a7834109f3abb4cd98531ab10&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=Benjamin%20Zephaniah%20how%20the%20poets%20linguistic%20anarchy%20and%20abolitionist%20politics%20impacted%20education%20%20and%20me


Two interesting articles here relating to housing and poverty in England. Researchers have
created a new ‘ethnic group deprivation index’ to address the hidden poverty of, predominantly

ethnic minority populations living in otherwise wealthy or gentrified neighbourhoods. (Source: the
Guardian)
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